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Imagine...

What could happen 

if we ignited 

the heroic spirit

in each one of us?

We could light the way 

for a better tomorrow. 

For our children, 

our communities

and the world.

 > Educational Curriculum

> Building  Healthier  Communities
 
 > Global Technology Initiative

     > Youth Leadership Summit 
            for Sustainable Development

         for the  World

STONE SOUP 
LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTE

Is a 501 (c3) educational non-profit organization that 

develops tools, programs and youth-community 

initiatives. We train young people to become future and 

emerging leadersto build a more sustainable world.  

Founded in 1997,  the Institute works alongside 

traditional and grassroots leaders on island communities 

who are on the front lines of the global economy and 

global warming. Ig
niting the  heroic spirit 

“It’s time to take action 

and chart the course 

for our future.”

~ Walter Cronkite
Introduction to Stone Soup for the World:
Life Changing Stories of Everyday Heroes
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The Sustainable Hawaii Youth Leadership Initiative 
is a local project of the Stone Soup Leadership Institute, a 
501c3 non-profit organization, founded on the island of  
Martha’s Vineyard in 1997. The Institute’s mission is to develop  
culturally sensitive educational tools and training programs 
for island youth. The Institute’s policy is to have each youth 
delegate sponsored by their island community. The Institute’s  
development policy encourages buy-in, so when the youth 
delegates return, their communities are already eager to 
hear of their journey and support their Sustainability-In-
Action Projects. 

W e use the Stone Soup fable as a 
teaching tool to help people see that by 
working together we can do more than 
we thought was possible. Like the Stone 
Soup traveler, we each have a magic stone. 
When we each give our gifts, we can create  
a feast for the whole world.



Youth Leadership Summit for Sustainable Development-
June 22-28, 2013  

Sustainable Hawaii Youth Leadership Initiative invites island leaders to 
nominate youth to serve as delegates to the Stone Soup Leadership 
Institute’s 8th Annual Youth Leadership Summit for Sustainable  
Development on Martha’s Vineyard.  At this weeklong intensive 
leadership training youth envision their personal, professional, 
island and planetary goals.  They learn about best practices from 
other islands; work alongside seasoned youth leaders and our 
faculty to expand their understanding and develop Sustainability-
In-Action plans for projects on their islands.  Following the Summit, 
youth work with their nominating schools and community organi-
zations to engage others to develop their projects.  During SHYLI’s 
year-round fellowship program, youth receive ongoing training 
and support with programs like Job Shadow Day where they are 
matched with businesses and professionals so they have first-hand 
experience about jobs in their fields of interest. 

Trevor Tanaka, Konawaena High School.  Nominated by Nancy 
Redfeather, The Kohala Center
Trevor is championing Sustainable Education Resolution #25 
that encourages all schools in Hawaii to offer at least one class  
on sustainability. 

Makana Tavares, Kanu o ka ‘Āina New Century Public Charter, 
Waimea.  Nominated by Betsy Boland. 
Makana designed a Cultural Sustainability project to help “restore 
kinship with our cultural roots as a step towards becoming more 
self-sufficient.”  

Waimea Student Shares Sustainable Summit Experiences,  
Honolulu Civil Beat, July 17, 2012

Allie Kitchens, Kealakehe High School.  Nominated by Jenny 
White, Environmental Club. 
Allie is championing her school’s Environmental Leadership Club 
to encourage all public waste contractors to Hawaii public schools 
to create and maximize recycling systems.

Kynan Kawai, Kamehameha Schools, Keaau. Nominated by 
David Fuertes, Ka Hana No’eau, PID.
Kynan shared his vision of Sustainable Agriculture & Business 
at the “North Kohala Growing a Local Food System” with 75 
decision-makers – including Senator Malama Solomon.  For his 
Sustainability-In-Action project, Kynan was a Visioneer creating  
the SHYLI Youth Leadership Forum.
 

SHYLI Youth Leadership Forum

The SHYLI Youth Leadership Forum brought together Hawaii’s 
decision makers from business, government, education and 
nonprofits with SHYLI youth leaders, their families and schools. 
We each shared our mana, love for ‘Aina, kuleana for our future 
in the spirit of aloha. We built bridges from our collective past to 
our future.  We shared our legacy from our leaders of today, who 
passed the torch to our leaders for tomorrow.

Hawaiian leaders shared their thoughts about sustainability and 
commitment to our youth including County of Hawaii Business 
Manager Wally Lau, Office of Hawaiian Affairs Trustee Bob Lindsey 
Jr. and David Fuertes, Ka Hana No’eau, Partners in Development.   

SHYLI youth leaders inspired Forum participants with their hopes 
and dreams in their presentations on the progress.  SHYLI youth 
invited participants to select a Small Group Session to brainstorm 
ideas about how to implement and expand their projects.  

I met a future Governor of the State of Hawaii, a future CEO of 
a social enterprise, an environmental evangelist, and many of 
today’s most thoughtful community leaders, all working together 
to prepare the next generation of Hawaii leaders. I feel hope. I feel 
inspired!  Mahalo to the Sustainable Hawaii Youth Leadership 
Initiative Forum. Keep doing what you’re doing!         

Ian Kitajima, Director Innovation, Oceanit

This SHYLI Youth Leadership Forum has opened doors. It has  
made connections that I would have never thought possible. 
Sustainability is our goal, a goal we will reach!                                

Kynan Kawai, 17

I now know that the connections I’ve made are powerful ones that 
will afford me the support to take my theses and ideas and bring 
them to concrete fruition in the years to come. 

                                     Makana Tavares, 17

From January 17-19, SHYLI organized its 2nd Annual Sustainable 
Hawaii Tour (watch videos)

Ahuwale ka po`okela I kāu hana iā ha`i
It is through the way you serve others that  

your greatness will be felt.

Books
Stone Soup for the World: Life-Changing Stories of Everyday 
Heroes is called a “handbook for humanitarians” featuring 100 
stories of people who show the power each one of us has 
to change the world. These heart-warming, action-oriented 
stories capture young people’s imagination and inspires them to 
tackle the tough issues facing our planet.

Stone Soup for the World is a  
blue-print for building a better  
world. Its heroes have lifted their  
neighbors and their communities.  

They challenge each of us to  
respond in kind.

                                      – Walter Cronkite  

Educational Curriculum
Our Educational Curriculum is based on stories about the 
everyday heroes in Stone Soup for the World. Teaches middle 
and high school students character education, multicultural 
literacy and critical thinking skills, social studies, service learning, 
citizenship and leadership development skills and inspire them 
to take action in their schools and communities.  Piloted by the 
YMCA of the USA, these tools have prepared youth leaders in  
120 communities. Used in the Institute’s Leadership Summit, 
youth-community initiatives.   

Background: 2010-2012
 The Sustainable Hawaii Youth Leadership Initiative  (SHYLI) 
has embarked on an ambitious mission—to recruit, train and nurture 
the next generation of leaders in Hawaii who are prepared to realize 
their dreams for their lives and build a more sustainable future for 
their island and the world. 

In 2010, a community planning process was held with the island 
of Hawaii’s leaders from business, sustainability, community and 
education who nominated youth delegates. 

In 2011, 17 year-old Hawaiian youth Wainani Traub served as 
Hawai’i’s first youth delegate. She spoke at the APEC Voices of 
the Future Summit in Hawaii, in Honolulu. SHYLI was launched 
at a community gathering at the West Hawaii Civic Center. We 
piloted SHYLI’s program in partnership with Wai’s West Hawaii 
Exploration Academy’s Green Team. We conducted weekly work-
shops; youth created a logo, designed a website, produced a 
video, and wrote/published articles. We created a local branch, 
organized Advisory Council, held a Leadership Intensive, coor-
dinated a Sustainable Hawaii Tour and conducted a nomination 
process to identify youth leaders. Five youth attended 2012 
Youth Leadership Summit.

A blueprint for building a better world...
Educate Inspire and Motivate

Sustainable Hawaii Youth 
Leadership Initiative 

In the Senate, I will continue my commitment to building a more 
sustainable future for Hawaii, and I look forward to seeing how 
you will use your knowledge to help move our state towards this 
independence.

U.S. Senator Mazie Hirono

We are very proud of Hawai’i Island’s youth delegates, and  
congratulate them on being selected as representatives of the  
Big Island. We extend a warm Aloha to all the delegates and wish 
them great success as they embark on this journey toward a more 
secure future for their islands and the rest of the world.

Mayor Billy Kenoi

I send a special Mahalo to the Sustainable Hawai’i Youth Leader-
ship Initiative and the Stone Soup Leadership Institute for their 
support of the Youth Leadership Summit for Sustainable Devel-
opment. These contributions of support and time provide the 
foundations for our future’s leadership and an environment that 
allows young individuals to become actively engaged in making 
our world a better place.

Governor Neil Abercrombie

Hawaii’s isolation and vulnerability is our greatest asset. It forces  
our island people to shift into a new era of sustainable and self-
reliant living. Upon meeting Josue and Sustainable Hawaii Youth 
Leadership Iniative members, I’m encouraged to see our youth 
leaders grab the ball and run to the goal with a sense of urgency.                   

Guy Toyama, NELHA

Any youth interested in making a difference for sustainability in 
Hawaii would benefit from the high quality of the mentorship, 
training and support they can receive by participating in SHYLI.  
Listening to the experiences and projects of these young people 
caused me to feel great emotion and pride in what they will 
accomplish.  Mahalo to the Stone Soup Leadership Institute for 
bringing this opportunity to our island youth.

Diane Chadwick, Hawaii Community Foundation

Outcomes
Sustainable Hawaii Youth Leadership Initiative is making progress 
with trained youth leaders sharing their vision and projects.  
By engaging Hawaiian youth in envisioning, planning and 
creating their future, SHYLI helps them to be more hopeful and 
invested in their future. As a result, we strive to reduce negative 
social-economic issues of apathy, school drop out, drug abuse, 
and homicides by car accidents. Youth are empowered to be 
spokespersons and representatives of their islands—learning 
how to develop action plans, troubleshoot challenges, prepare 
presentations. By giving them state-of-the-art leadership tools 
and training, they can become lightening rods for change, 
moving through bureaucracies and engaging traditional 
leaders. SHYLI’s Forum is creating a multiplier effect for future 
generations and long-term sustainable development. We have 
developed emerging partnerships with local organizations and 
funders; letters of support from Mayor, Governor, U.S. Senator; 
capacity building training for existing organizations; increased 
opportunities for Hawaiian youth; greater respect for Hawaiian 
culture; donor appreciation and positive media recognition.

Official Messages from  
Hawaii’s Leaders 


