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1340 Ainapua Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1620 

January 5, 2017 

Senator Jill Tokuda and Representative Sylvia Luke 
Senate Committee on Ways & Mean and House Committee on Finance 
Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Senator Tokuda and Representative Luke, 

This letter is to express the support of Design Thinking Hawaii for the Stone Soup 
Leadership lnstitute's Grant-In-Aid application for the funding request for the Sustainable 
Resolution Implementation Toolkit. Design Thinking Hawaii is pleased to partner with the Stone 
Soup Leadership Institute on the project and anticipate a significant impact on the youth of 
Hawaii. The use of design thinking supports changing mindsets to allow organizations and 
individuals to look at challenges and opportunities to broaden their thinking and to look upon 
the world from the user's standpoint. The powerful use of empathy to examine problems 
enables quick prototyping and testing of ideas generated in an intensive, time-constrained 
environment. 

Design Thinking Hawaii's mission is to promote and support the introduction, training, 
adoption and implementation of the design thinking process in organizations, governmental 
units, schools, not-for-profits and other corporations. Our focus on education, training, and 
workforce development encourages novel practices to challenging issues and is delivered 
through workshops, intensive Bootcamps, and other capacity building activities. Design 
thinking focuses on asking the right questions, challenging assumptions, generating a range of 
possibilities, and learning through targeted stages of iterative prototyping. 



Design Thinking Hawaii staff have experience successfully administering State of Hawaii 
grant-in-aid projects, and will support the project programmatically and administratively. We will 
be pleased to provide programmatic guidance and counsel, and participate as the fiscal 
administration entity. As a Chapter 501(c)(3) organization under the Internal Revenue Code, we are 
committed to addressing difficult, hard-to-solve problems facing our Hawaii Community. 

Design Thinking Hawaii has collaborated with the Stone Soup Institute in execution of its 
Sustainable Hawaii Youth Leadership Summit. Stone Soup lnstitute's work with the community 
in support of our youth, and the opportunity to provide real-world experiences and develop 
future leaders in our community is truly inspiring. We wholeheartedly support funding the 
Sustainable Resolution Implementation Toolkit through a Grant-In-Aid, and look forward to 
positive outcomes supporting the youth of Hawaii. 

Should you have any questions on this letter of support, please contact me. Mahalo and 
Best Wishes for a productive 29th Legislature Regular Session of 2017. 

Keith Matsumoto, Administrator 
designthinkinghawaii@gmail.com 
www .designthinkinghawai i. word press.com 


